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Fall 2019     Professor Jason Brownlee 
GOV365N #37678    email: brownlee-at-austin-dot-utexas-dot-edu  
classroom: GAR 1.134    office: Batts 3.146  
Tues., Thurs. 11:00-12:30                              office hours: Tues. 8:00am-9:30am,  

Thurs.12:30pm-2:00pm.  
        

AUTHORITARIANISM 
 
"Authoritarianism" is unaccountable coercion and it can occur in international relations, between 
governments and societies, and among individuals and non-state actors. Most of the time, when 
political scientists discuss authoritarianism they are referring to governments that are not 
regularly accountable to the people they govern. This kind of authoritarianism — also known as 
"dictatorship" and "autocracy" — is the focus of this course, although we will at times consider 
other forms of authoritarianism.  
 
Writing Flag and Reading Expectations 
This course carries the Writing flag, meaning it is designed to give students experience with 
writing in an academic discipline. Most weeks will involve lectures from Professor Brownlee on 
Tuesdays, midweek written reflections, and discussions on Thursdays, all revolving around the 
week's assigned texts. One course packet, available for purchase at Jenn's Copy and Binding 
(2518 Guadalupe), will provide nearly all of the required reading. (On occasion, students may be 
asked to print texts from Canvas.) Students should expect to read and study 60 book pages 
(roughly 18,000 words) per week, spending an average of 4-6 hours work outside of class. Class 
meetings are about one-third of the time commitment needed for satisfactory performance. If you 
do not have that kind of time for this course, I encourage you to select another class or choose 
another semester to take this class. Students should acquire a notebook and writing utensils, such 
as a decent pen. Screens are not allowed during class time. 
 
Course Objectives 
Students acquire a working exposure to the history and political science explanations of modern 
(1900-present) authoritarian governments. All students will have learned some basics about the 
authoritarianism in three core cases: Germany, the Soviet Union/Russia, and Egypt. They also 
will have studied and presented on authoritarianism in one of the following countries: Belarus, 
Cambodia, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Sudan, Turkmenistan. Finally, they will have explored, 
individually or with one partner, an authoritarianism-related research question. 
 
Grading policy 
The grade has six components:  
   I. attendance and readiness for student-driven discussion (20%); 
  II. 4 one-to-two-page (max. 500 words) reflections (20%);  
 III. case study presentation (5%) and three-to-five-page paper (750-1250 words) (10%).   
 IV. midterm essay exam, with opportunity for revision (20%);  
  V. single- or co-authored (max. two authors) presentation of research progress (5%) and six-to-
ten-page research paper (1500-2500 words) (20%). 
 VI. 3-5 extra credit reading comprehension quizzes (+3-5%). 
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I. Attendance and readiness (20%)  
Readiness begins with students coming to class on-time for a close discussion of the material. 
Students are encouraged to take notes by hand and ask questions about any points that are 
unclear. Readiness also includes being able to address (orally, not in writing) the following items 
on each week's readings: 
1. What is the author's argument in your own words? 
2. What does the author provide that is new about authoritarianism? 
3. What is a question you have about the reading and on which you would like to hear your 

classmates' thoughts? 
 
II. Reflection papers (20%) 
During weeks 2-7, 11-12, students will submit bi-weekly 250-500-word (1-2-page) reflections 
discussing their thoughts about the reading for that week. (Students will alternate weeks based on 
last name. A-L will go first.) Papers will be due by electronic submission on Canvas by noon on 
Wednesday. For example, the paper for Week 2 (from A-L) is due by noon on September 4.   
 
Papers should succinctly demonstrate a familiarity with the readings and then provide 
independent reactions to the texts. They will be graded on a 0-5 scale based on three criteria:  
1) Clarity of prose: Is the paper easy to read and understand? 2) Grasp of material: Does the 
paper show that the student has read the texts? 3) Critique: Has the student reached his/her/their 
own assessments about the author’s arguments?  
 
Reflections do not need a bibliography and may be written in first person, like a journal. As for 
formatting: double-spaced, 1" margins, with a font no smaller than Times New Roman 12. 
Students who miss the Wednesday noon deadline may instead deliver a hard copy at the 
beginning of the next day’s class, but these late papers will be penalized one point. Later 
submissions will not be accepted.  
 
IV. Case study presentation (5%) and paper (10%) 
By the end of Week 3, students will be placed in a group to research authoritarianism during the 
past decade in one of the following countries: Belarus, Cambodia, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, 
Sudan, Turkmenistan. The focus will be the creation, continuation, or decline of authoritarianism 
in the country. Groups will present their findings in class during Weeks 8 and 9. They will also 
submit a three-to-five-page (750-1250 words) group paper communicating their research.  
 
III. Midterm exam (20%)  
The exam prompt will ask for a short essay on authoritarianism, to be completed during the 75-
minute class period. Notes and course texts may be used when writing the exam. Other sources 
are prohibited. It is each student’s responsibility to take exams as scheduled (unless exempted by 
a university documented time conflict). 
 
V. Research project, including presentation of progress (5%) and paper (20%)  
By Week 10 (October 29, 31) each student, in consultation with Prof. Brownlee, will design 
research question about authoritarianism that they (alone or with one partner) will research. In 
week 15 students will report on the progress of this research and then submit a 1500-2500 (6-10 
page) research paper by 11:59pm on Monday, December 9.    
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Schedule of course topics, required readings, and exams 
 
1 – August 29 – Introduction to the course. – The syllabus is the only required reading. 
 
2 – September 3, 5 – Starting points of authoritarian regimes  
Reflection 1 (first group, last names A-L) due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, September 4. 
 
We will consider three main starting points of authoritarian regimes, the first of which is the 
collapse of representative government, highlighted by the rise of fascism in Weimar Germany. 
 
Readings: 1) Robert O. Paxton, “What is Fascism?” The Anatomy of Fascism, New York: 
Vintage, 2004, pp. 206-220; 2) Piers Brendon, The Dark Valley: A Panorama of the 1930s 
(2000), pp. 102-125, 281-306, (703-705, 723-725, footnotes). 
 
3 – September 10, 12 – Starting points of authoritarian regimes (con.)    
Reflection 1 (second group, last names M-Z) due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, Sept. 11.  
 
Two other starting points under consideration are the overthrow of traditional monarchy (as seen 
in Russia 1919) and the replacement of colonial rule (as in Egypt in 1952).  
 
Reading: Richard Pipes, A Concise History of the Russian Revolution, New York: Alfred Knopf, 
1996, pp. 99-165.   
 
4 – September 17, 19 – The working of authoritarian regimes  
Reflection 2 (A-L) due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, September 18. 
 
Political scientists separate conventional authoritarian regimes from "totalitarian regimes," of 
which there two main examples: Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union under Stalin. 
 
Reading: Hannah Arendt, "Chapter 12: Totalitarianism in Power," The Origins of 
Totalitarianism, New York: Harcourt, 1966, pp. 389-459  
 
5 - September 24, 26 – The working of authoritarian regimes (con.) 
Reflection 2 (M-Z) due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, September 25.  
 
Typical authoritarian regimes are distinguished by whether the regime is led by a group of 
civilians (typically organized in a ruling political party), a military council, or a single figure.  
 
Reading: Barbara Geddes. "Authoritarian Breakdown: Empirical Test of a Game Theoretic 
Argument." Paper presented at the 1999 Annual Meeting of the APSA, pp. 1-33. 
 
6 – October 1, 3 – The replacement of authoritarian regimes 
Reflection 3 (A-L) due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, October 2. 
 
Typically, authoritarian regime end when the collapses from domestic pressure and fissures, or 
they are overthrown by a foreign military. This week deals with internal mass revolt.  
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Reading: Timur Kuran. 1991. "Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European 
Revolution of 1989." World Politics 44(1): 7–48. 
 
7 – October 8, 10 – The replacement of authoritarian regimes (con.) 
Reflection 3 (M-Z) due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, October 9.  
 
This week addresses how authoritarian regimes can be replaced by foreign military imposition. 
 
Reading: Tony Smith, America’s Mission: The United States and the Worldwide Struggle for 
Democracy, expanded ed., Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2012, pp. 146-176.  
 
8 and 9 – October 15, 17, 22, 24 – Case study presentations   
 
Readings: No new required readings. 
 
10 – October 29, 31 – Midterm Recap and Essay Exam (October 31) 
 
Readings: No new required readings.  
 
11 – November 5, 7 – Authoritarianism, "evil," and justice 
Reflection 4 (M-Z) Note the reversal. due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, November 6. 
 
Readings: Hannah Arendt, "Chapter 8," "Epilogue," and "Postscript" of Eichmann in Jerusalem: 
A Report on the Banality of Evil. New York: Penguin, 1963, pp. 135-150, 253-279, 280-298. 
 
12 – November 12, 14 – Authoritarian personalities?  
Reflection 4 (A-L) Note the reversal. due on Canvas by noon on Wednesday, November 13. 
Revised midterm essay exams due Friday, November 15 by 11:59pm. 
 
Readings: Stanley Milgram. 1973. "The Perils of Obedience," Harper’s 247 (December), pp. 62-
77; Philip Zimbardo et al., n.d., "The Stanford Prison Experiment" (transcript of slide show).   
 
13 – November 19, 21 – Authoritarianism, legitimacy, and popularity 
 
Reading: David Greene. Midnight in Siberia: A Train Journey into the Heart of Russia. New 
York: W.W. Norton, 2014, pp. pp. ix-xvii, 3-17, 25-45, 174-184. 
 
14 – November 26, 28 (Thanksgiving Week)  
 
Class time Tues., November 26 will be for independent research work. 
 
Readings: No new required readings.  
 
15 – December 3, 5 – Presentations on progress of research 
Research paper due on Canvas by 11:59pm on Monday, December 9. 



 5 

ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 
 
COMMUNICATION 
I am happy to field your questions, in person or by email, on substantive matters. If you miss a 
class, you are responsible for getting notes and information from classmates on what was 
covered. After doing so, you are welcome to approach me with outstanding questions. When 
communicating by email, plan for a 48-hour (or two business day) response time. 

 
Progress in the Course 
Professor Brownlee is committed to helping all students understand the course material to the 
fullest extent of their interest. Toward that goal he is available outside of class during office 
hours to respond to questions about the assigned texts.  
 
Grade calculation  
Final grades will be determined on the basis of the below rubric. A = 94-100; A- = 90-93.999; 
B+ = 87-89.999; B = 84-86.999; B- = 80-83.999; C+ = 77-79.999; C = 74-76.999; C- = 70-
73.999; D+ = 67-69.999; D = 64-66.999; D- = 60-63.999; F = 0-59.999. The professor will not 
alter grades calculated at the end of the semester. 
 
Suggestions	for	reading	effectively.	
	
Close	reading	entails	reflecting	on	the	text	as	you	are	reading,	and	evaluating	the	author’s	
argument.		
	
Ø What	is	the	main	claim	she	makes?		
Ø Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	Why	or	why	not?		
Ø What	are	the	weaknesses	of	the	argument?			
Ø If	there	is	a	narrative,	who	are	the	main	personas	and	the	pivotal	events?	
	
Thoughtful	reading	takes	time	and	energy.	Space	out	readings	in	reasonable	increments.		It	is	more	
pleasant	and	more	productive	to	read	over	several	days	than	to	try	and	compress	all	the	reading	
into	an	evening	or	two.	
	
The	goal	of	close	reading	is	not	turning	pages,	but	being	able	to	say	something	about	the	material	
and	evaluate	it.	When	you	are	done	reading,	check	to	see	that	you	can	summarize	the	author’s	
argument	in	a	few	sentences.	You	may	want	to	take	5	minutes	and	write	down	this	summary.	
 
Attendance and Workload  
Students are expected to come ready and on time for all class sessions. In the classroom students 
are expected to comport themselves in a professional manner. By enrolling and remaining in this 
course students indicate they have understood the importance of carefully completing the weekly 
readings and being ready for in-class discussion led by Professor Brownlee. NB: If you miss a 
class for any reason, you are responsible for catching up on the material. That begins with 
consulting classmates, NOT with asking the Professor "So… what did I miss?"  
 
Religious holidays or official extracurricular activities 
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Religious holy days sometimes conflict with class and examination schedules. It is the policy of 
the University of Texas at Austin that you must notify each of your instructors at least fourteen 
days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holy day. If 
you miss a test due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to 
complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.  
 
Students missing class for an official extracurricular activity must provide documentation at least 
fourteen days prior.  
 
Academic accommodations  
The University of Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for 
qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students at 471-6259, 471-6441 TTY. All accommodations must be coordinated through the 
Office of the Dean of Students. Students needing accommodations should communicate this 
need to me before the third class meeting.  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
“Scholastic dishonesty… includes but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying 
academic records, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such 
as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses 
without prior permission of the instructor, providing false or misleading information in an effort 
to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or the attempt to 
commit such an act” (Section 11-802 (b), Institutional Rules on Student Services and Activities).  
 
If you have any questions about what constitutes scholastic dishonesty, you should consult with 
me and the following website: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php . Violations 
will be reported to Student Judicial Services and the student(s) in question will fail this course.  
 
Grade Appeals 
Any complaints about grades should be initiated with a written (on paper not email) explanation 
of why the decisions behind the assignment of your grade should be revisited. You will have one 
week after an exam has been handed back to submit this written explanation. Once you have 
submitted your written request, Professor Brownlee will decide whether to re-grade your entire 
assignment. Performance in other classes taken here at the university is not germane to any 
grading decision made in this class. Consequently, if receiving a D in this class places you on 
academic probation, this does not constitute a viable justification for requesting the regarding of 
an assignment.  
 
Cell Phones and other External Communications 
Starting in the third week (Tuesday, September 10), all electronic devices are to be turned off 
during class. 
 
Syllabus Changes 
The syllabus is subject to change by the professor. Any alteration in the course schedule will be 
announced in class and posted to Canvas.  
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Time management is a valuable skill in college and life. This course is expected to make up one 
component in a full student schedule of classes, extracurricular activities, work, and other 
commitments. When needed, Professor Brownlee is glad to meet with students to discuss ways 
of organizing their schedule to carve out and protect the time needed for this class, e.g., thinking 
about when and where they study most effectively; then setting aside blocks of time that are 
reserved for homework for this class. Whatever a student's particular approach to managing time, 
any students seeking assistance are encouraged to approach Professor Brownlee in the first 
two weeks of class.  
 
This course is expected to make up one component in a full student schedule of classes, 
extracurricular activities, work, and other commitments. The assignments and workload are 
designed to require approximately 5-7 hours, in addition to the time spent attending lectures. (If 
you do not have that kind of time to devote to this GOV 365, I would encourage you to select 
another class or choose another semester to take this class.)  
 
Strictness is fairness. Most students are busy; all students merit equal treatment. 
Professor Brownlee will be strict about applying the announced policies uniformly.  
 
The syllabus specifies the workload, deadlines, and grading rubric for the course. If any changes 
occur, they will be announced in class. In short, everyone knows the expectations for the class. 
Further, by taking the course, students are indicating that they will honestly strive to submit their 
best work punctually. Most students are busy. At the same time, all students merit equal 
treatment. Therefore, Professor Brownlee will be strict about applying the announced policies 
uniformly. 


