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Fall 2018     Professor Jason Brownlee 
GOV 365N, #38580     email: brownlee@austin.utexas.edu  
classroom: GAR 3.116    office: Batts 3.146  
Tues., Thurs. 12:30pm-1:45pm                      office hours: Thurs. 2pm-5pm or by appointment  
    

THE ETHICS OF FOREIGN INTERVENTION 
 

Under what conditions, if any, is it right for outside powers to enter another country and 
influence the people and government there? Such interventions constitute a substantial 
component of international politics. For examples, during the past 120 years, U.S. leaders have 
deployed the country's military personnel not only to win wars, but to colonize other countries, 
set-up new governments, and battle indigenous insurgents. These endeavors have stretched from 
the occupation of the Philippines and Cuba in 1898 to current operations in Afghanistan, Syria, 
and elsewhere. Through readings, lectures, and films we will study and debate the morality of 
US and other foreign interventions, with a focus on operations since the end of the Cold War, 
i.e., since November 9, 1989.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
One course packet, available for purchase at the University Co-op (2246 Guadalupe), will 
provide the bulk of the required reading. Periodically, students may be asked to print texts from 
Canvas. All students should also acquire a notebook and writing utensils, such as a decent pen.  
 
FLAGS 
This course carries the Ethics and Writings Flags. Courses carrying the Ethics Flag equip 
students with the tools necessary for making ethical decisions in your adult and professional life. 
Courses carrying this flag expose you to ethical issues and to the process of applying ethical 
reasoning in real-life situations. Writing Flag courses are designed to give students experience 
with writing in an academic discipline.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
After successfully completing this course students will have demonstrated they can: 
- Draw the main points from major texts concerning the course subject. 
- Reflect on patterns in foreign military interventions. 
- Apply different models of ethical reasoning to historical and contemporary cases. 
- Convey their ideas and reflections in understandable prose.  
 
 
COMMUNICATION 
I am happy to field your questions, in person or by email, on substantive matters. If you miss a 
class, you are responsible for getting notes and information from classmates on what was 
covered. After doing so, you are welcome to approach me with outstanding questions. When 
communicating by email, plan for a 48-hour (or two business day) response time. 
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GRADING POLICY 
The final grade will come from two in-class short essay exams on October 11th and November 
15th (15% each, with one opportunity to rewrite), a mid-semester paper (with opportunity to 
rewrite) due on October 25th (15%), an in-class presentation [progress report] (5%) and final 
paper due on December 13th (20% [5% from posted research plan]), and active readiness and 
participation (including bi-weekly Canvas reflections on the readings) for class (30%).  
 
 
READINGS 
To stay current, read the listed material before the Tuesday lecture of that week. All readings are 
in the Course Packet, unless otherwise indicated (in which case they will be on Canvas). 
 
Students should expect to read about 70-100 pages/week, spending an average of 5-7 hours work 
outside of class on reading, notetaking, and thinking. Therefore, class meetings constitute only 
about one-third of the time commitment needed for satisfactory performance. (If you do not have 
that kind of time for this course, I encourage you to select another class or choose another 
semester to take this class.)  
 
Suggestions	for	reading	effectively.	
	
Close	reading	entails	reflecting	on	the	text	as	you	are	reading,	and	evaluating	the	author’s	
argument.		
	
Ø What	is	the	main	claim	she	makes?		
Ø Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	Why	or	why	not?		
Ø What	are	the	weaknesses	of	the	argument?			
Ø If	there	is	a	narrative,	who	are	the	main	personas	and	the	pivotal	events?	
	
Thoughtful	reading	takes	time	and	energy.	Space	out	readings	in	reasonable	increments.		It	is	more	
pleasant	and	more	productive	to	read	over	several	days	than	to	try	and	compress	all	the	reading	
into	an	all-nighter.	
	
The	goal	of	close	reading	is	not	turning	pages,	but	being	able	to	say	something	about	the	material	and	
evaluate	it.	When	you	are	done	reading,	check	to	see	that	you	can	summarize	the	author’s	argument	
in	a	few	sentences.	I	encourage	you	to	take	5	minutes	and	write	down	this	summary.	Notes	and	
synopses	can	be	used	during	class	discussions,	the	exams,	and	the	papers.	
 
IN-CLASS SHORT ESSAY EXAMS (30%) 
It is each student’s responsibility to take the two exams as scheduled (unless exempted by a 
university documented time conflict). Exam questions will be short essay, to be completed by 
hand in blue books during the 75-minute class period.  
 
They will be graded based on the ability of the student to synthesize prior course material and 
directly answer the question. Notes may be consulted during the exam and a sample of potential 
exam questions will be provided a week in advance. There will be an option of rewriting one of 
the essay exams based on the feedback of the professor.   
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MID-SEMESTER PAPER, PRESENTATION, AND FINAL PAPER (40%) 
Over three assignments, students will explore a topic of their choosing related to the ethical 
boundaries of foreign intervention. The first assignment (due by noon on Thursday, October 25) 
will be a 1000-1200-word (approximately five double-spaced pages) reflection essay answering 
the core class questions (Under what conditions, if any, is it right for outside powers to enter 
another country and influence the people and government there?) by applying one ethical 
framework to at least two real-world examples. Students will have the opportunity to rewrite this 
paper to incorporate feedback from the professor. 
  
After writing the mid-semester paper, students will then conduct research on a related debate 
surrounding a topic of foreign intervention. The ultimate product of this research will be a 10-
page paper due at the end of the semester (December 13), preceded by a 10-minute in-class 
presentation on the work in progress during one the final four class meetings (11/27, 11/29, 12/4, 
12/6). For this paper and presentation, students may work alone or with a partner of their 
choosing. 
 
READINESS AND PARTICIPATION (30%) 
This is not a lecture class. The professor will present background material on the major cases and 
debates of foreign intervention, but approximately half of class-time will involve discussion. 
Students will be assessed on their readiness to participate in lectures and discussions.  
 
Readiness begins with students coming to class on-time. As of the third week (September 11), 
students will refrain from using any electronic devices, including phones, laptops, and tablets. 
Students are encouraged to take notes by hand and ask questions about any points that are 
unclear. 
 
Readiness also includes being able to address the following items on each week's readings: 
1. Summarize the author(s)' argument in your own words.  
2. What does the author provide that is new about the ethics of foreign intervention? 
3. What is a question you have about the reading and on which you would like to hear your 

classmates' thoughts? 
 
Each week half of the class will be assigned to make at least three reflections (total) of 50-150 
words responding on the week's readings. Reflections may include criticisms of the author's 
position, questions, and other reflections. They will be due on Canvas by Wednesday at noon of 
the assigned week and will form the basis for discussion on Thursdays.  
 
Students with last names beginning with letters A-H will post reflections on Weeks 3, 5, 8, 10.  
 
Students with last names beginning with letters I-Z will post reflections on Weeks 4, 6, 9, 11. 
 
FINAL GRADE  
Final grades will be determined on the basis of this rubric: A = 94-100; A- = 90-93.999; B+ = 
87-89.999; B = 84-86.999; B- = 80-83.999; C+ = 77-79.999; C = 74-76.999; C- = 70-73.999; D+ 
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= 67-69.999; D = 64-66.999; D- = 60-63.999; F = 0-60. To ensure fairness, all numbers are 
absolute, and will not be rounded up or down at any stage, i.e., a 93 is an A-. The professor and 
TAs will not alter grades calculated at the end of the semester. 
 
Week One - 8/29  WELCOME. 1. No reading.  
Week Two -  
9/4, 9/6,  

APPROACHES. [These five readings are on Canvas.] 1. The syllabus. 2. 
Sheila Bonde and Paul Firenze. "A Framework for Making Ethical 
Decisions." Making Choices: Ethical Awareness in International 
Collaborations: A Contextual Approach (2013). 3. Ivo Daalder and Robert 
Kagan. "America and the Use of Force: Sources of Legitimacy." The 
Stanley Foundation (June 2007). 4. Jeff Desjardins. "U.S. Military 
Personnel Deployments by Country." Visual Capitalist (March 18, 2017). 
5. Richard Lachmann, " The US Military: Without Rival and Without 
Victory," Catalyst: A Journal of Theory and Strategy 1(3), Fall 2017, pp. 
117-148.  

Week Three - 
9/11, 9/13   

COLD WAR DEBATES. [These and later readings are in the Course 
Packet.] 1. Peter Singer, The Life You Can Save: How to Do Your Part to 
End World Poverty. New York: Random House, 2009, pp. xi-xv, 3-23. 2. 
John Lewis Gaddis. Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of 
Postwar American National Security Policy. Oxford, UK: Oxford 
University Press, 1982, pp. 25-52. 3. Morgenthau, Hans J. "To Intervene or 
Not to Intervene." Foreign Affairs 45, no. 3 (April 1967): 425-36.  

Week Four -  
9/18, 9/20 

DEMOCRACY AND CAPITALISM. 1. (This reading can be skimmed.) 
Barry M. Blechman and Stephen S. Kaplan. Force without war: US armed 
forces as a political instrument.  Washington, DC: Brookings Institution 
Press, 1978, pp. 86-108, 547-553. 2. Jeane Kirkpatrick, "Dictatorships and 
Double Standards." Commentary 68, no. 5 (November 1979): 34-45. 3. 
Eqbal Ahmad, "Political Culture and Foreign Policy," in The Eqbal Ahmad 
Reader (1980), pp. 205-218. 

Week Five - 
9/25, 9/27 

SOVEREIGNTY AFTER THE COLD WAR. 1. Jon Western, "Doctrinal 
Divisions: The Politics of US Military Interventions." Harvard 
International Review 26, no. 1 (Spring 2004): 46-50. 2. Martha Finnemore, 
"Constructing Norms of Humanitarian Intervention." In The Culture of 
National Security: Norms and Identity in World Politics, edited by Peter J 
Katzenstein. New York: Columbia University Press, 1996, pp. 153-185. 3.  
Stephen D. Krasner, "Compromising Westphalia." International security 
20, no. 3 (Winter 1995-1996): 115-151.  

Week Six -   
10/2, 10/4 

HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION. 1. Noam Chomsky, "‘What We 
Say Goes’: The Middle East in the New World Order." Z Magazine 
(May 1991): 49-64. 2. Taylor B. Seybolt. Humanitarian military 
intervention: the conditions for success and failure. Oxford, UK: Oxford 
University Press, 2007, pp. xiii-xvii, [SOMALIA SECTION IS 
OPTIONAL] 52- 61-70. 3. Michael Mandelbaum. "Foreign Policy as 
Social Work." Foreign Affairs 75, no. 1 (January-February 1996), pp. 16-
32. 4. [Optional, for demographic stats] Thomas S. Szayna. Identifying 
Potential Ethnic Conflict: Application of a Process Model.  Santa Monica, 
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CA: RAND, 2000, pp. 128-132. 4. Richard Haass. Intervention: The Use of 
American Military Force in the Post-Cold War World. Washington, DC: 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1999, pp. 164-170. 

Week Seven - 
10/9,  
10/11 (EXAM) 

RESPONSIBILITY. 1. Noam Chomsky, "The Responsibility of 
Intellectuals." New York Review of Books (February 23, 1967): 16-26. 

Week Eight - 
10/16, 10/18 

THE RWANDAN NON-INTERVENTION. 1. Samantha Power, 
"Bystanders to Genocide: Why the United States Let the Rwandan Tragedy 
Happen." The Atlantic (September 2001): 84-108. 2. Alan J. Kuperman, 
"Rwanda in Retrospect." Foreign Affairs 79, no. 1 (January-February 
2000): 94-118. 3. Alison L. Des Forges and Alan J. Kuperman. "Alas, We 
Knew [with Reply]." Foreign Affairs 79, no. 3 (May-June 2000): 141-44. 

Week Nine - 
10/23,  
10/25 (PAPER) 

THE KOSOVO INTERVENTION. 1. (Read this one for the ethical 
framework). John Rawls, "The Law of Peoples." Critical Inquiry 20, no. 1 
(1993): 36-68. 2. Seybolt, Humanitarian military intervention, 78-86. 3. 
Richard Haass. Intervention: The Use of American Military Force in the 
Post-Cold War World. Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, 1999, pp. 164-170. 4. Fernando R. Tesón, "Kosovo: A 
powerful precedent for the doctrine of humanitarian intervention." 
Amsterdam Law Forum 1, no. 2 (2008), pp. 42-48. 5.  Noam Chomsky, A 
new generation draws the line: Kosovo, East Timor and the standards of 
the West. Verso Books, 2001, ix-xv, 94-147. 

Week Ten - 
10/30, 11/1 

FEMINISM FOR AFGHANS. 1. bell hooks, "Understanding Patriarchy." 
(from bell hooks, The Will to Change: Men, Masculinity, and Love. New 
York: Atria Books, 2010, pp. 17-34). 2. Lila Abu-Lughod, 2002. "Do 
Muslim Women Really Need Saving?: Anthropological Reflections on 
Cultural Relativism and Its Others." American Anthropologist 104(3): 783-
790. 3. Charles Hirschkind and Saba Mahmood. 2002. "Feminism, the 
Taliban, and Politics of Counter-Insurgency," Anthropological Quarterly 
75(2): 339-354. 4. Mark Landler, “The Afghan War and the Evolution of 
Obama,” New York Times, January 1, 2017. 

Week Eleven - 
11/6, 11/8 

REPARATIONS FOR IRAQIS. 1. Noah Feldman, What We Owe Iraq: 
War and the Ethics of Nation Building. Princeton University Press, 2004, 
pp. 52-91. 2. Dan Murphy. "Iraq war: Predictions made, and results." 
Christian Science Monitor, December 22, 2011. 3. Nadia Schadlow. "War 
and the Art of Governance." Parameters 33, no. 3 (Autumn 2003): 85-94. 
4. Eqbal Ahmad, "Counterinsurgency," in the Eqbal Ahmad Reader 
(1971), pp. 36-64. 

Week Twelve - 
11/13,          
11/15 (EXAM) 

PROTECTION FOR LIBYANS. 1. Jo Becker and Scott Shane. "Hillary 
Clinton, 'Smart Power,' and a Dictator's Fall." New York Times, February 
27, 2016. 2. UK House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, Libya: 
Examination of intervention and collapse and the UK’s future policy 
options (study pp. 3-20, 28-29, other portions are optional). 3. James 
Mann, The Obamians: The struggle inside the White House to redefine 
American power. New York: Penguin, 2012, pp. 281-301 (notes 369-371). 
4. Michael Hastings, "Inside Obama's War Room." Rolling Stone (October 
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13, 2011). 5. Robert A. Pape, "When duty calls: a pragmatic standard of 
humanitarian intervention." International Security 37, no. 1 (Summer 
2012): 41-80. 6. Alex J. Bellamy and Robert A. Pape. "Correspondence: 
Reconsidering the Cases of Humanitarian Intervention." International 
Security 38, no. 2 (Fall 2013): 200-202. 

Week Thirteen - 
11/20  

REFLECTION. No new required readings.   

Week Fourteen - 
11/27, 11/29 

PRESENTATIONS. No new required readings.  

Week Fifteen - 
12/4, 12/6 

PRESENTATIONS. No new required readings. 

 
ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 
 
Attendance  
Attendance is not recorded outside of exam days, students who attend are expected to come on 
time. In the classroom students are expected to comport themselves in a professional manner. If 
you miss a class for any reason, you are responsible for catching up on the material. That 
begins with consulting classmates, NOT with asking the Professor "So… what did I miss?"  
 
Academic accommodations  
The University of Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for 
qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students at 471-6259, 471-6441 TTY. All accommodations must be coordinated through the 
Office of the Dean of Students. Students needing accommodations should communicate this 
need to before the third class meeting by providing the accommodation letter to the professor or 
teaching assistant.  
 
Religious holidays or official extracurricular activities 
Religious holy days sometimes conflict with class and examination schedules. It is the policy of 
the University of Texas at Austin that you must notify each of your instructors at least fourteen 
days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holy day. If 
you miss a test due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to 
complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.  
 
Students missing class for an official extracurricular activity must provide documentation at least 
fourteen days prior.  
 
Progress in the Course 
Professor Brownlee is committed to helping all students understand the course material to the 
fullest extent of their interest. Toward that goal he is available outside of class during office 
hours to go over key points in the assigned texts. When lectures incorporate slides, these slides 
will be posted on Canvas after the lecture.  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
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“Scholastic dishonesty… includes but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying 
academic records, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such 
as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses 
without prior permission of the instructor, providing false or misleading information in an effort 
to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or the attempt to 
commit such an act” (Section 11-802 (b), Institutional Rules on Student Services and Activities).  
 
If you have any questions about what constitutes scholastic dishonesty, you should consult with 
me and the following website: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php . Violations 
will be reported to Student Judicial Services and the student(s) in question will fail this course. In 
additions, students are expected to abide by the university's rules on student conduct.  
http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-
conduct/#subchapter11400.prohibitedconduct 
 
Grade Appeals 
Any complaints about grades should be initiated with a written explanation (by paper or email) 
of why the decisions behind the assignment of your grade should be revisited. You will have one 
week after an exam or paper has been handed back to submit this written explanation. Once you 
have submitted your written request, the professor will decide whether to re-grade your entire 
assignment. Performance in other classes taken here at the university is not germane to any 
grading decision made in this class. Consequently, if receiving a D in this class places you on 
academic probation, this does not constitute a viable justification for requesting the regarding of 
an assignment.  
 
Cell Phones and other External Communications 
Starting in the third week (Tuesday, September 4), all electronic devices are to be turned off 
during class. 
 
Syllabus Changes 
The syllabus is subject to change by the professor. Any alteration in the syllabus course schedule 
will be announced in class, posted to Canvas, or both.  
 
Reading workload and some tips 
This class is based on close reading of an average of 70-100 pages/week and attention to the 
lectures. Students should expect to spend 5-7 hours on the readings per week. Accordingly, class 
meetings comprise only about one-third of the time commitment needed for satisfactory 
performance. Close reading entails reflecting on the text as you are reading, and evaluating the 
author’s argument.  
 
Look for the author’s argument and the evidence she uses to support it: What is the main claim 
she makes? With whom is she disagreeing? Then consider your reactions to the author’s work: 
Does this make sense to you? Why or why not? What are the weaknesses of the argument?   
 
Plan your readings to be spaced out in reasonable increments. Thoughtful reading takes time and 
energy. It is more pleasant and more productive to read over several days than to try and 
compress all the reading into a couple of nights. 
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The goal of close reading is not turning pages, but being able to say something about the material 
and evaluate it. When you are done reading, check to see that you can summarize the author’s 
argument in a few sentences. You may want to take 5 minutes and write down this summary, 
particularly if you are reading several different texts in a given week.   
 
Time management is a valuable skill in college and life. Professor Brownlee is glad to meet 
with you to discuss ways of organizing your schedule to carve out and protect the time needed 
for this class, e.g., thinking about when and where you study most effectively. Then set aside 
blocks of time that are reserved for homework for this class. Whatever your particular approach 
to managing time, if you would like assistance, it is best to approach Professor Brownlee in the 
first two weeks of class.  
 
This course is expected to make up one component in a full student schedule of classes, 
extracurricular activities, work, and other commitments. The assignments and workload are 
designed to require approximately 5-7 hours, in addition to the time spent attending lectures. (If 
you do not have that kind of time to devote to this GOV 365, I would encourage you to select 
another class or choose another semester to take this class.)  
 
Strictness is fairness. The syllabus specifies the workload, deadlines, and grading rubric for the 
course. If any changes occur, they will be announced in class. In short, everyone knows the 
expectations for the class. Further, by taking the course, students are indicating that they will 
honestly strive to submit their best work punctually.  
 
Most students are busy; all students merit equal treatment. Professor Brownlee will 
be strict about applying the announced policies uniformly.  


