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Spring 2016     Professor Jason Brownlee 
GOV365N/MES 341, #38760/41915  email: brownlee@austin.utexas.edu  
classroom: MEZ 1.216    office: Batts 3.146  
Tues., Thurs. 11:00-12:30                              office hours: Thurs. 8am-11am or by appt.  
        

AUTHORITARIANISM 
 
The course will open by exploring, as a class, what we think authoritarianism means. 
Discussions will cover issues such as fascism, repression, power, hierarchy, conformity, 
freedom, and individual agency. Students will be encouraged to reflect on how the authors we 
read conceive these issues and to articulate their own ideas and arguments on the subject.  
 
Independent Inquiry and Writing Flags 
This course carries the Independent Inquiry and Writing flags. Independent Inquiry courses are 
designed to engage you in the process of inquiry over the course of a semester, providing you 
with the opportunity for independent investigation of a question, problem, or project related to 
your major. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from the 
independent investigation and presentation of your own work. Writing Flag courses are designed 
to give students experience with writing in an academic discipline.  
 
Required texts 
One course packet and the following four books, all available for purchase at the University Co-
op (2246 Guadalupe), will provide the bulk of the required reading:  
 

Fromm, Erich. Escape from Freedom (New York: Holt, 1994 [1941]).  
 
Gaventa, John. Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebellion in an Appalachian Valley 
(Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1982).  
 
Greene, David. Midnight in Siberia: A Train Journey into the Heart of Russia (New York: 
W.W. Norton, 2014). 
 
Wedeen, Lisa. Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric and Symbols in Contemporary 
Syria. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999).  

 
In addition, all students should acquire a notebook and pen.  
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, students will have a working knowledge of a variety of meanings of 
authoritarianism and leading approaches to the topic by historical and contemporary authors. 
They will also have spent time formulating their own thoughts.  
 
Grading policy 
The grade has five components:  
(1) best 10 out of 11 weekly reflection papers (20%);  
(2) readiness for student-driven discussion (20%);  
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(3) exam 1 (20%);  
(4) exam 2 (20%);  
(5) book response paper and in-class reflections (20%).   
 
Reading  
Students should expect to read about 150 pages/week, spending an average of 5-7 hours work 
outside of class. So, class meetings comprise only about one-third of the time commitment 
needed for satisfactory performance. (If you do not have that kind of time for this course, I 
encourage you to select another class or choose another semester to take this class.)  
 
Reflection papers  
Each week (except for Weeks 1, 7, 14, and 15) each student will submit a 600-750 word paper 
discussing his/her/their thoughts about the reading for that week. Papers will be due by electronic 
submission on Canvas by noon on Monday. For example, the paper for Week 2 is due by noon 
on January 23.   
 
These reflection papers do not need a bibliography and may be written in first person, like a 
journal. (As for formatting: Double-spaced with 1" margins, numbered pages, and in a font no 
smaller than Times New Roman 12.) 
 
Papers should succinctly demonstrate a familiarity with the readings and then provide 
independent reactions to the texts. They will be graded on a 0-2 scale based on the following 
criteria. 
1. Clarity of prose: Is the paper easy to read and understand? 
2. Grasp of material: Does the paper show that the student has read the texts? 
3. Critical engagement: Has the student reached his/her/their own assessments about the author’s 
arguments?  
 
Students who miss the Monday noon deadline may instead deliver a hard copy at the beginning 
of the next day’s class, but these late papers will be penalized one point. Later submissions will 
not be accepted. The lowest grade of the eleven reflection papers will be dropped. 
 
Suggestions	for	reading	effectively.	
	
Close	reading	entails	reflecting	on	the	text	as	you	are	reading,	and	evaluating	the	author’s	
argument.		
	
Ø What	is	the	main	claim	she	makes?		
Ø Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	Why	or	why	not?		
Ø What	are	the	weaknesses	of	the	argument?			
Ø If	there	is	a	narrative,	who	are	the	main	personas	and	the	pivotal	events?	
	
Thoughtful	reading	takes	time	and	energy.	Space	out	readings	in	reasonable	increments.		It	is	more	
pleasant	and	more	productive	to	read	over	several	days	than	to	try	and	compress	all	the	reading	
into	an	evening	or	two.	
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The	goal	of	close	reading	is	not	turning	pages,	but	being	able	to	say	something	about	the	material	
and	evaluate	it.	When	you	are	done	reading,	check	to	see	that	you	can	summarize	the	author’s	
argument	in	a	few	sentences.	You	may	want	to	take	5	minutes	and	write	down	this	summary.	
 
Readiness (20%)  
Readiness begins with students coming to class on-time for a close discussion of the material. 
During class, students will refrain from using any electronic devices, including phones, laptops, 
and tablets. Students are encouraged to take notes by hand and ask questions about any points 
that are unclear. 
 
Readiness also includes being able to address (orally, not in writing) the following items on each 
week's readings: 
1. Summarize the author(s)' argument in your own words.  
2. What does the author provide that is new about authoritarianism? 
3. What is a question you have about the reading and on which you would like to hear your 

classmates' thoughts? 
 
Each week 3-5 students will also take up the role as “leaders of the text” and play a central role 
in class discussion.  
 
Two exams (20%)  
It is each student’s responsibility to take the two exams as scheduled (unless exempted by a 
university documented time conflict). Exam questions will be short essay, to be completed by 
hand in blue books during the 75-minute class period.    
 
Book response paper (20% total)  
No later than the second class of Week 10 (March 30) each student (in consultation with Prof. 
Brownlee) will select an additional book related to the course subject that she/he/they will read 
and discuss with the class before the end of the semester. Professor Brownlee will provide a list 
of suggested books for this project. In week 15 students will report on this book in a 600-750 
paper similar to the weekly reflections. Class discussions in Week 15 will revolve around these 
reports [and group or individual presentations].    
 
Grade calculation  
Final grades will be determined on the basis of the below rubric. A = 94-100; A- = 90-93.999; 
B+ = 87-89.999; B = 84-86.999; B- = 80-83.999; C+ = 77-79.999; C = 74-76.999; C- = 70-
73.999; D+ = 67-69.999; D = 64-66.999; D- = 60-63.999; F = 0-59.999. The professor will not 
alter grades calculated at the end of the semester. 
 
Schedule of course topics, required readings, and exams 
 
1 and 2 - January 17, 19, 24, 26 – Fascism and Totalitarianism   
 
Readings: The syllabus, 1) Robert O. Paxton, “The Five Stages of Fascism.” The Journal of 
Modern History, Vol. 70, No. 1. (March 1998): 1-23; 2) Brendon, Piers, The Dark Valley: A 
Panorama of the 1930s (2000), pp. 102-125, 281-306, 703-705, 723-725 (footnotes); 3) Zeev 
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Sternhell, “How to Think about Fascism and its Ideology,” Constellations 15(3) (September 
2008): 280-290. 
 
Reflection 1 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, January 23.  
 
3 - January 31, February 2 – Elections, Repression, and Succession    
 
Readings: 1) Jason Brownlee, “…And Yet They Persist: Explaining Survival and Transition in 
Neopatrimonial Regimes,” Studies in Comparative International Development Fall 2002, Vol. 
37, No. 3, pp. 35-63; 2) Brownlee, Authoritarianism in an Age of Democratization (2007), pp. 1-
43; 3) Brownlee, “Hereditary Succession in Modern Autocracies,” World Politics 59 (July 2007), 
595–628; 4) Brownlee, “Why Turkey’s authoritarian descent shakes up democratic theory,” The 
Monkey Cage [blog], March 23, 2016.  
 
Reflection 2 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, January 30.  
 
4 - February 7, 9 – Case study Syria  
 
Reading: Lisa Wedeen, Ambiguities of Domination (1999), pp. 1-160.  
 
Reflection 3 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, February 6.  
 
5 - February 14, 16 – Case study Russia (Part 1 of 2) 
 
Reading: David Greene, Midnight in Siberia (2014), pp. xiii-xvii, 3-158. 
 
Reflection 4 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, February 13. 
 
6 – February 21, 23 – Case study Russia (Part 2 of 2) 
 
Reading: Greene, Midnight in Siberia, pp. 159-293. 
 
Reflection 5 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, February 20. 
 
7 – February 28, March 2 – Review exercises and Exam 1 (3/2).  
 
Readings: No new required readings (and no Reflection paper). 
 
8 – March 7, 9 – Patriarchy  
 
Readings: 1) Lila Abu-Lughod, 2002. "Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?: 
Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others." American Anthropologist 
104(3): 783-790; 2) Charles Hirschkind and Saba Mahmood. 2002. "Feminism, the Taliban, and 
Politics of Counter-Insurgency," Anthropological Quarterly 75(2): 339-354; 
 
Reflection 6 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, March 6. 
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SPRING BREAK 

9 – March 21, 23 – Faces of power  
 
Readings: Stanley Milgram. 1973. "The Perils of Obedience," Harper’s 247 (December), pp. 62-
77; Cari Romm, “Rethinking One of Psychology’s Most Infamous Experiments,” January 2015, 
The Atlantic; John Gaventa, Power and Powerlessness, pp. 1-32. 
 
Reflection 7 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, March 20. 
 
Film: Quiet Rage: The Stanford Prison Experiment (1992).  
 
10 – March 28, 30 – Case study Appalachia (Part 1 of 2) 
 
Readings: Gaventa, Power and Powerlessness, pp. 33-204.  
 
Reflection 8 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, March 27. 
 
11 – April 4, 6 – Case study Appalachia (Part 2 of 2).  
 
Readings: Gaventa, Power and Powerlessness, pp. 205-261. + Make progress on selected book. 
 
Reflection 9 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, April 3. 
 
Film: Office Space (1999).  
 
12 – April 11, 13 – Freedom or automaticity? (Part 1 of 2) 
 
Reading: Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom (1941), pp. 1-134 (skim/skip pp. 63-102). 
 
Reflection 10 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, April 10. 
 
13 – April 18, 20 – Freedom or automaticity? (Part 2 of 2) 
 
Reading: Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom (1941), pp. 135-296. 
 
Reflection 11 due on Canvas by noon on Monday, April 17. 
 
14 – April 25, 27 – Review exercise and Exam 2 (4/27).  
 
Readings: No new required readings (and no Reflection paper).  
 
15 – May 2, 4 – Closing reflections 
 
Readings: Student selections.  
Book response paper due on Canvas by noon on Monday, May 1.  
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Attendance and Workload  
Students are expected to come ready and on time for all class sessions. In the classroom students 
are expected to comport themselves in a professional manner. By enrolling and remaining in this 
course students indicate they have understood the importance of carefully completing the weekly 
readings and being ready for in-class discussion led by Professor Brownlee. NB: If you miss a 
class for any reason, you are responsible for catching up on the material. That begins with 
consulting classmates, NOT with asking the Professor "So… what did I miss?"  
 
Religious holidays or official extracurricular activities 
Religious holy days sometimes conflict with class and examination schedules. It is the policy of 
the University of Texas at Austin that you must notify each of your instructors at least fourteen 
days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holy day. If 
you miss a test due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to 
complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.  
 
Students missing class for an official extracurricular activity must provide documentation at least 
fourteen days prior.  
 
Progress in the Course 
Professor Brownlee is committed to helping all students understand the course material to the 
fullest extent of their interest. Toward that goal he is available outside of class during office 
hours to go over key points in the assigned texts.  
 
Academic accommodations  
The University of Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for 
qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students at 471-6259, 471-6441 TTY. All accommodations must be coordinated through the 
Office of the Dean of Students. Students needing accommodations should communicate this 
need to me before the third class meeting.  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
“Scholastic dishonesty… includes but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying 
academic records, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such 
as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses 
without prior permission of the instructor, providing false or misleading information in an effort 
to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or the attempt to 
commit such an act” (Section 11-802 (b), Institutional Rules on Student Services and Activities).  
 
If you have any questions about what constitutes scholastic dishonesty, you should consult with 
me and the following website: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php . Violations 
will be reported to Student Judicial Services and the student(s) in question will fail this course.  
 
Grade Appeals 
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Any complaints about grades should be initiated with a written (on paper not email) explanation 
of why the decisions behind the assignment of your grade should be revisited. You will have one 
week after an exam has been handed back to submit this written explanation. Once you have 
submitted your written request, Professor Brownlee will decide whether to re-grade your entire 
assignment. Performance in other classes taken here at the university is not germane to any 
grading decision made in this class. Consequently, if receiving a D in this class places you on 
academic probation, this does not constitute a viable justification for requesting the regarding of 
an assignment.  
 
Syllabus Changes 
The syllabus is subject to change by the professor. Any alteration in the course schedule will be 
announced in class.  
 
Time management is a valuable skill in college and life. This course is expected to make up one 
component in a full student schedule of classes, extracurricular activities, work, and other 
commitments. When needed, Professor Brownlee is glad to meet with students to discuss ways 
of organizing their schedule to carve out and protect the time needed for this class, e.g., thinking 
about when and where they study most effectively; then setting aside blocks of time that are 
reserved for homework for this class. Whatever a student's particular approach to managing time, 
any students seeking assistance are encouraged to approach Professor Brownlee in the first 
two weeks of class.  
 
Strictness is fairness. The syllabus specifies the workload, deadlines, and grading rubric for the 
course. If any changes occur, they will be announced in class. In short, everyone knows the 
expectations for the class. Further, by taking the course, students are indicating that they will 
honestly strive to submit their best work punctually. Most students are busy. At the same time, 
all students merit equal treatment. Therefore, Professor Brownlee will be strict about applying 
the announced policies uniformly. 


