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Fall 2018     Professor Jason Brownlee 
GOV 312L, #38340     email: brownlee-at-austin-dot-utexas-dot-edu  
classroom: UTC 4.124    office: Batts 3.146  
Tues., Thurs. 9:30am-10:45am                      office hours: Thurs. 2pm-5pm or by appointment  
     
Teaching Assistant 
Thomas Elliott    
email: t-dot-elliott-dot-utexas-dot-edu 
office: Batts 1.118   
office hours: Tues., Wed., 3:30pm-5pm or by appointment  
     

Issues and Policies in American Government 
U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTIONS 

 
What are the reasons for and the consequences of US overseas military interventions? For 
120 years, U.S. leaders have deployed the country's military personnel not only to win wars, but 
to colonize other countries, set-up new governments, and battle indigenous insurgents. These 
endeavors have stretched from the occupation of the Philippines and Cuba in 1898 to current 
operations in Afghanistan, Syria, and elsewhere. Through readings, lectures, and films we will 
study the patterns of US military interventions, with a focus on operations since the end of the 
Cold War, i.e., since November 9, 1989.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
One course packet, available for purchase at the University Co-op (2246 Guadalupe), will 
provide the bulk of the required reading. Periodically, students will be asked to print texts from 
Canvas. All students should also acquire a notebook and writing utensils, such as a decent pen.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
After successfully completing this course students will have demonstrated they can: 
- Draw the main points from major texts concerning the course subject. 
- Reflect on patterns in recent US military interventions. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
Professor Brownlee and Mr. Elliott are happy to field your questions in person or by email. 
There is no need to contact us if you are simply missing a class on a non-exam day (because 
attendance is not taken and there is no penalty for absences). If you do miss a class, however, 
you are responsible for getting notes and information from classmates on what was covered. 
After doing so, you are welcome to approach Brownlee or Elliott with outstanding questions. 
When communicating by email, plan for a 48-hour (or two business day) response time. 

 
GRADING POLICY 
Grades will be determined by:  
1) Three 500-700-word (2-3 double-spaced pages) response papers (10%, 10%, 10%), due by 
the beginning of class on Tues., Sept. 25, Tues., Oct. 23rd, and Tues., Nov. 27th. 
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2) Three multiple-choice and short-answer-question exams (20%, 20%, 20%), administered in 
class on Tues., Oct. 2nd, Tues., Oct. 30th, and Tues., Dec. 4th. 
3) Compliance with course policies during the first and second halves of the semester (5%, 5%), 
which essentially means behaving appropriately toward other students, the professor and the TA.  
 
PAPERS 
Students will draw on assigned texts and class lectures to write three short papers in response to 
prompts provide by the professor. No outside research will be required. The prompts, along with 
additional instructions and a grading rubric, will be provided at least twelve days before the due 
date.  
EXAMS 
Exams will comprise 20-30 short-answer, matching, and multiple-choice items. Exams will draw 
on all course materials to date but will focus on the materials since the last exam. The best 
preparation is a comfortable grasp of the main points from readings and lectures – as well as a 
reliable alarm clock. (Seriously, students have overslept in the past.)  
 
Grasping the materials typically means being able to answer the following questions: 
- What does this reading/lecture say about the main course question (“What are the reasons for 
and the consequences of US overseas military interventions?”)?  
- Who were the main people, places and events? In short, what was the story? 
- Is there a larger argument or lesson that the author/professor makes?  
 
COMPLIANCE  

Here are my three expectations for in-class behavior for everyone to receive full credit on the 
compliance component of the final grade. 

1. When attending, attend fully and respectfully. Attendance is not taken, but if you're coming to 
class, be on-time and do not leave early. If there are extraordinary circumstances, communicate 
with Thomas or me. 

2. The only permitted screens during lecture are the instructor's laptop and the main display. 
Students are encouraged to take notes by hand. Lectures may also be recorded (but going back 
and listening to entire lectures can be a chore.) 

3. When attending class, place on the desk a name placard with your first name (or the name you 
preferred to be called) and your last name or last initial. We will make these placards in class. 

 
 
FINAL GRADE  
Final grades will be determined on the basis of this rubric: A = 94-100; A- = 90-93.999; B+ = 
87-89.999; B = 84-86.999; B- = 80-83.999; C+ = 77-79.999; C = 74-76.999; C- = 70-73.999; D+ 
= 67-69.999; D = 64-66.999; D- = 60-63.999; F = 0-60. To ensure fairness, all numbers are 
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absolute, and will not be rounded up or down at any stage, i.e., a 93 is an A-. The professor and 
TAs will not alter grades calculated at the end of the semester. 
 
READINGS 
To stay current, read the listed material before the Tuesday lecture of that week. All readings are 
in the Course Packet, unless otherwise indicated (in which case they will be on Canvas). 
 
Week One - 8/29  WELCOME. 1. No reading.  
Week Two -  
9/4, 9/6,  

BIPARTISANSHIP. [These four readings are on Canvas.] 1. The 
syllabus. 2. Ivo Daalder and Robert Kagan. "The Next Intervention." 
Washington Post (August 6, 2007). 3. Jeff Desjardins. "U.S. Military 
Personnel Deployments by Country." Visual Capitalist (March 18, 2017). 
4. Richard Lachmann, " The US Military: Without Rival and Without 
Victory," Catalyst: A Journal of Theory and Strategy 1(3), Fall 2017, pp. 
117-148.  

Week Three - 
9/11, 9/13   

ANCIENT HISTORY. [These and later readings are in the Course 
Packet.] 1. Minxin Pei and Sara Kasper. Lessons from the Past: The 
American Record on Nation Building.  Washington, DC: Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 2003, pp. 1-7. 2. Jon Western. 
"Doctrinal Divisions: The Politics of US Military Interventions." Harvard 
International Review 26, no. 1 (Spring 2004): 46-50. 3. Eqbal Ahmad, 
"Political Culture and Foreign Policy," in the Eqbal Ahmad Reader (1980), 
pp. 205-218.  

Week Four -  
9/18, 9/20 

VIOLENCE AND EUPHEMISM. 1. John Lewis Gaddis. Strategies of 
Containment: A Critical Appraisal of Postwar American National Security 
Policy. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 1982, pp. 25-52. 2. (This 
reading can be skimmed.) Barry M. Blechman and Stephen S. Kaplan. 
Force without war: US armed forces as a political instrument.  
Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 1978, pp. 86-108, 547-553. 

Week Five - 
9/25 (PAPER), 
9/27 

WOLVES IN THE WOODS. 1. Lawrence Freedman and Efraim Karsh. 
The Gulf Conflict 1990-1991: Diplomacy and War in the New World 
Order. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1993, pp. 3-18. 
2. Murray Waas. "Who Lost Kuwait? How the Bush Administration 
Bungled its Way to War in the Gulf." Village Voice (January 22, 1991): 
30-31, 35, 38-39, 96. 

Week Six -   
10/2 (EXAM), 
10/4 

PAX AMERICANA. 1. Patrick Tyler. "U.S. Strategy Plan Calls for 
Insuring No Rivals Develop." New York Times, March 8, 1992. 2. James 
Mann, Rise of the Vulcans: The history of Bush's war cabinet. New York: 
Penguin, 2004, pp. 198-215 (notes 393-395).  

Week Seven - 
10/9, 10/11 

ROUGH OCTOBER. 1. Michael Mandelbaum. "Foreign Policy as Social 
Work." Foreign Affairs 75, no. 1 (January-February 1996), pp. 16-32. 2. 
Taylor B. Seybolt. Humanitarian military intervention: the conditions for 
success and failure. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2007, pp. xiii-
xvii, 52-61. 
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Week Eight - 
10/16, 10/18 

HOW TO SECEDE. 1. Holbrooke, Richard. Holbrooke. To End a 
War.  New York: Random House, 1998, pp. 34-53. 2. Thomas S. Szayna. 
Identifying Potential Ethnic Conflict: Application of a Process 
Model.  Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 2000, pp. 128-132. 

Week Nine - 
10/23 (PAPER), 
10/25 

WHEN CLINTON BOMBED. 1. Seybolt, Humanitarian military 
intervention, 78-86. 2. Richard Haass. Intervention: The Use of American 
Military Force in the Post-Cold War World. Washington, DC: Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 1999, pp. 164-170. 3. Fernando R. 
Tesón, "Kosovo: A powerful precedent for the doctrine of humanitarian 
intervention." Amsterdam Law Forum 1, no. 2 (2008), pp. 42-48. 

Week Ten - 
10/30 (EXAM), 
11/1 

MISSIONS ACCOMPLISHED. 1. David R. Henderson. Do We Need to 
Go to War for Oil? Oakland, CA: Independent Institute, 2007. 2. Dan 
Murphy. "Iraq war: Predictions made, and results." Christian Science 
Monitor, December 22, 2011. 

Week Eleven - 
11/6, 11/8 

THE LIMITS OF COUNTERREVOLUTION. 1. Eqbal Ahmad, 
"Counterinsurgency," in the Eqbal Ahmad Reader (1971), pp. 36-64. 2. 
Nadia Schadlow. "War and the Art of Governance." Parameters 33, no. 3 
(Autumn 2003): 85-94. 3. Mark Landler, “The Afghan War and the 
Evolution of Obama,” New York Times, January 1, 2017. 

Week Twelve - 
11/13, 11/15 

"WE CAME, WE SAW, HE DIED." 1. Jo Becker and Scott Shane. 
"Hillary Clinton, 'Smart Power,' and a Dictator's Fall." New York Times, 
February 27, 2016. 2. UK House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Libya: Examination of intervention and collapse and the UK’s future 
policy options (study pp. 3-20, 28-29, other portions are optional). 

Week Thirteen - 
11/20  

NOT TOO SERIOUS ABOUT SYRIA. 1. James Mann, The Obamians: 
The struggle inside the White House to redefine American power. New 
York: Penguin, 2012, pp. 270-280 (notes 369). 2. Marc Lynch. The New 
Arab Wars: Uprisings and Anarchy in the Middle East. New York: Public 
Affairs, 2016, pp. 105-127 (notes pp. 263-265).  

Week Fourteen - 
11/27 (PAPER), 
11/29 

THE DIFFERENCE IN IRAQ AND IRAN. 1. Stephen J. Hadley, "The 
Iran Primer: The George W. Bush Administration." USIP. 2. Paul K. Kerr 
and Kenneth Katzman. Iran Nuclear Agreement and U.S. Exit.  
Washington, DC: CRS, 2018 (understand the Summary, refer to the 
remainder of the text as needed if the Summary is unclear). 

Week Fifteen - 
12/4 (EXAM), 
12/6 

HOMEWARD. 1. No new required readings.   

 
ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 
 
Attendance  
Attendance is not recorded outside of exam days, students who attend are expected to come on 
time. In the classroom students are expected to comport themselves in a professional manner. If 
you miss a class for any reason, you are responsible for catching up on the material. That 
begins with consulting classmates, NOT with asking the Professor or the TA "So… what did I 
miss?"  
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Academic accommodations  
The University of Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for 
qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students at 471-6259, 471-6441 TTY. All accommodations must be coordinated through the 
Office of the Dean of Students. Students needing accommodations should communicate this 
need to before the third class meeting by providing the accommodation letter to the professor or 
teaching assistant.  
 
Religious holidays or official extracurricular activities 
Religious holy days sometimes conflict with class and examination schedules. It is the policy of 
the University of Texas at Austin that you must notify each of your instructors at least fourteen 
days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holy day. If 
you miss a test due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to 
complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.  
 
Students missing class for an official extracurricular activity must provide documentation at least 
fourteen days prior.  
 
Progress in the Course 
Professor Brownlee and the TA are committed to helping all students understand the course 
material to the fullest extent of their interest. Toward that goal they are available outside of class 
during office hours to go over key points in the assigned texts. When lectures incorporate slides, 
these slides will be posted on Canvas after the lecture.  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
“Scholastic dishonesty… includes but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying 
academic records, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such 
as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses 
without prior permission of the instructor, providing false or misleading information in an effort 
to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or the attempt to 
commit such an act” (Section 11-802 (b), Institutional Rules on Student Services and Activities).  
 
If you have any questions about what constitutes scholastic dishonesty, you should consult with 
me and the following website: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php . Violations 
will be reported to Student Judicial Services and the student(s) in question will fail this course. In 
additions, students are expected to abide by the university's rules on student conduct.  
http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-
conduct/#subchapter11400.prohibitedconduct 
 
Grade Appeals 
Any complaints about grades should be initiated with a written explanation (by paper or email) 
of why the decisions behind the assignment of your grade should be revisited. You will have one 
week after an exam or paper has been handed back to submit this written explanation. Once you 
have submitted your written request, the TA and professor will decide whether to re-grade your 
entire assignment. Performance in other classes taken here at the university is not germane to 
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any grading decision made in this class. Consequently, if receiving a D in this class places you 
on academic probation, this does not constitute a viable justification for requesting the 
regarding of an assignment.  
 
Cell Phones and other External Communications 
Starting in the third week (Tuesday, September 11), all electronic devices are to be turned off 
during class. 
 
Syllabus Changes 
The syllabus is subject to change by the professor. Any alteration in the syllabus course schedule 
will be announced in class, posted to Canvas, or both.  
 
Reading workload and some tips 
This class is based on close reading of an average of 30-40 pages/week and attention to the 
lectures. Students should expect to spend 4-6 hours on the readings per week. Accordingly, class 
meetings comprise only about one-third of the time commitment needed for satisfactory 
performance. Close reading entails reflecting on the text as you are reading, and evaluating the 
author’s argument.  
 
Look for the author’s argument and the evidence she uses to support it: What is the main claim 
she makes? With whom is she disagreeing? Then consider your reactions to the author’s work: 
Does this make sense to you? Why or why not? What are the weaknesses of the argument?   
 
Plan your readings to be spaced out in reasonable increments. Thoughtful reading takes time and 
energy. It is more pleasant and more productive to read over several days than to try and 
compress all the reading into a couple of nights. 
 
The goal of close reading is not turning pages, but being able to say something about the material 
and evaluate it. When you are done reading, check to see that you can summarize the author’s 
argument in a few sentences. You may want to take 5 minutes and write down this summary, 
particularly if you are reading several different texts in a given week.   
 
Time management is a valuable skill in college and life. Professor Brownlee and the TA are 
glad to meet with you to discuss ways of organizing your schedule to carve out and protect the 
time needed for this class, e.g., thinking about when and where you study most effectively. Then 
set aside blocks of time that are reserved for homework for this class. Whatever your particular 
approach to managing time, if you would like assistance, it is best to approach Professor 
Brownlee or the TAs in the first two weeks of class.  
 
This course is expected to make up one component in a full student schedule of classes, 
extracurricular activities, work, and other commitments. The assignments and workload are 
designed to require approximately 4-6 hours, in addition to the time spent attending lectures. (If 
you do not have that kind of time to devote to this GOV 312, I would encourage you to select 
another class or choose another semester to take this class.)  
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Strictness is fairness. The syllabus specifies the workload, deadlines, and grading rubric for the 
course. If any changes occur, they will be announced in class. In short, everyone knows the 
expectations for the class. Further, by taking the course, students are indicating that they will 
honestly strive to submit their best work punctually.  
 
Most students are busy; all students merit equal treatment. Therefore, the TAs and 
Professor Brownlee will be strict about applying the announced policies uniformly.  


