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Spring 2019                                                           Professor Jason Brownlee 
BDP319 (61140) / GOV314 (38170)                    email: brownlee@austin.utexas.edu  
classroom: PAR 304                                              office: Batts 3.146  
Tues., Thurs. 11:00am-12:30pm                            office hours: Tues. and Thurs. 2:00pm-3:30pm   

or by appointment  
 
 Teaching Assistant: Dominique Montiel Valle 
 email: domimon@utexas.edu             
 office: BMC third floor bullpen                                                        

office hours: Thurs. 1:00-3:00pm or by    
appointment 

 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 
A class on human rights and social justice can study a range of topics and approach those issues 
from any number of academic disciplines. This BDP course is connected to political science (or 
"Government"), the course instructor's field of expertise. Political scientists study politics, which 
can be defined as "a competition over who gets what, when, and how."  
 
The core political problem we will study this semester is the struggle to make societies and the 
world less hierarchical and more equal. The core political question we will address is: Under 
what conditions have people succeeded at replacing hierarchies and unequal relationships 
with more egalitarian arrangements? When they have not succeeded, (or not succeeded as 
much as they would have preferred) what conditions explain that outcome? 
 
A related conundrum is, why has the United States—the wealthiest and in many respects most 
powerful country in the world—not produced a more equal society? As we will see, this question 
has become acute in recent years. Disparities of wealth and privilege have grown larger even as 
the country advances, by some measures, in economic and technologic terms. 
 
A typical week will begin with all course participants doing the assigned reading and writing, 
then coming together on Tuesday and Thursday for discussions moderated by the instructor and 
TA. The instructor will also deliver lectures.   
  
This syllabus provides an overview of the expectations for work and the topics to be covered. 
Given the scope of the subject of social justice and human rights, coverage will not (and is not 
intended to) exhaust all relevant issues.  
 
The class progresses in three parts. In the first part, (Weeks 1-6), we will discuss hierarchical 
systems and the historic means of challenging them. That initial portion of the course will 
provide analytic tools we will use in the remainder of the class.  
 
The second part (Weeks 7-11) deals with historical struggles to change or abolish hierarchies in 
the United States and in other countries. We will focus on the Haitian Revolution, the anti-
apartheid movement in South Africa, women's enfranchisement in the United States, coal miners' 
rights in the United States, and the Egyptian Uprising of 2011.  
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The third part of the course (Weeks 12-15) will address current struggles. It will begin and end 
with texts assigned by the instructor. During Weeks 13 and 14, students will select readings and 
deliver presentations on contemporary campaigns for social justice they have researched.  
 
PAPER CLASSROOM 

The only permitted screens in class are the instructor's laptop and the main display. Students are 
asked to take notes by hand, in class and in hard copies of the course packet and assigned books. 

ETHICS FLAG 
 
This course carries the Ethics Flag. Courses carrying this flag expose you to ethical issues and to 
the process of applying ethical reasoning in real-life situations.  
 
READINGS 
 
Week One – 
1/22, 1/24  

INTRODUCTION.  
 
1. Read the syllabus.  
 
2. The United Nations, "What are Human Rights?"  
 
3. Novak, Michael. "Social Justice: Not What You Think It Is." Heritage 
Lectures No. 1138, December 29, 2009. 
 

Week Two -  
1/29, 1/31  

HIERARCHIES.  
 
1. Jensen, Robert. We Are All Apocalyptic Now: On the Responsibilities of 
Teaching, Preaching, Reporting, Writing, and Speaking Out.  San 
Bernardino, CA: Robert Jensen in conjunction with the Monkey Wrench 
books collective, 2013, pp. 4-35. 
 
2. Cramer, Katherine, "How rural resentment helps explain the surprising 
victory of Donald Trump," Washington Post, November 13, 2016. 
 
3. Beinart, Peter. "How Far Will the Left Go?" The Atlantic, December 
2018, pp. 72-77. 
 

Week Three – 
2/5, 2/7   

JUSTICE AND ETHICS. 1. Niebuhr, Reinhold. Moral Man and Immoral 
Society: A Study in Ethics and Politics.  New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1950 [1932], ix-xxv, 1-22.  
 
2. Jensen, Robert. We Are All Apocalyptic Now, pp. 36-55. 
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3. Aschoff, Nicole. "Aren't Socialism and Feminism Sometimes in 
Conflict?" In Bhaskar Sunkara, ed., The ABCs of Socialism. Brooklyn, NY: 
Verso, 2016, 82-92. 
 
4. Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta. "What About Racism? Don't Socialists Only 
Care About Class?" In Bhaskar Sunkara, ed., The ABCs of Socialism. 
Brooklyn, NY: Verso, 2016, 70-81.  
 
 

Week Four -  
2/12, 2/14 

AWARENESS. 
 
1. Haider, Asad. Mistaken Identity: Race and Class in the Age of Trump.  
New York: Verso, 2018, pp. 1-29, 115-117 (notes) 
 
2. Gaventa, John. Power and powerlessness: Quiescence and rebellion in 
an Appalachian valley.  Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1980, pp. 
v-xi, 1-33. 
 
Optional reading (not required). Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the oppressed.  
London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2000 [1970], pp. 30-40, 167-183. 
 

Week Five – 
2/19, 2/21 

ORGANIZATION.  
 
1. John Dewey, "The Need for a New Party," New Republic, March 18 
(115-117), March 25 (150-152), April 1 (177-179), April 8 (202-205), 
reprinted in John Dewey: The later works, 1925-1953, Vol. 6, edited by Jo 
Ann Boydston, pp. 156-181.  
 
2. Frank, Thomas. Listen, Liberal or Whatever Happened to the Party of 
the People? New York: Picador, 2017 [2016], pp. 15-43, 279-283, 286-289 
(notes), 319 (notes). 
 
3. Jensen, Robert. We Are All Apocalyptic Now, pp. 56-74. 
 

Week Six -   
2/26, 2/28 

CAPITALISM.  
 
1. Chibber, Vivek. ABCs of Capitalism: Understanding Capitalism. 
Brooklyn, NY: Verso, 2018, pp. 2-27.  
 
2. Marx, Karl, and Frederich Engels. "Manifesto of the Communist Party" 
[about half of it]. In The Marx-Engels Reader, edited by Robert C. Tucker, 
469-500. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 1978, pp. 469-483. 
 

Week Seven – 
3/5, 3/7 

STRUGGLES (PART 1) 
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1. Popkin, Jeremy D. A Concise History of the Haitian Revolution. West 
Sussex, UK: John Wiley & Sons, 2012, 62-89. 
 
2. Ross, Robert. A Concise History of South Africa. Second ed.  New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2008 [1999], pp. 174-213. 
 

Week Eight – 
3/12, 3/14 

STRUGGLES (PART 2). 
 
1. Davis, Angela Y. Women, Race & Class.  New York: Random House, 
1981, pp. 3-148 [more than usual reading load].  
 

Week Nine – 
3/26, 3/28 

INTERLUDE: THE WOBBLIES. 
 
1. Chaplin, Ralph. "The General Strike," 1935.  
2. Miller, Morgan. "The ABC's of Revolutionary Unionism."  
3. St. John, Vincent. The IWW: Its History, Structure and Methods. 
Cincinnati, OH: Red Dawn Press, 2000. 
 

Week Ten –   
4/2, 4/4 

STRUGGLES (PART 3). 
 
1. Gaventa, John. Power and powerlessness, pp. 33-44, 84-121, 165-201, 
252-261. 
 

Week Eleven – 
4/9, 4/11 

OPEN WEEK. NO ATTENDANCE TAKEN OR QUIZZES GIVEN. 
 
MEET WITH YOUR GROUPS IN THE CLASSROOM OR 
ELSEWHERE. 
 

Week Twelve – 
4/16, 4/18 

STRUGGLES (PART 4). 
 
1. Prashad, Vijay. The Darker Nations: A People's History of the Third 
World. Introduction 
 
2. El-Ghobashy, Mona. "The Praxis of the Egyptian Revolution." Middle 
East Report 251, Spring 2011. 
 
3. Goodwin, Jeff. "Why We Were Surprised (Again) by the Arab Spring." 
Swiss Political Science Review 17, no. 4 (December 2011): 452-56. 
 
3. Brownlee, Jason, Tarek Masoud, and Andrew Reynolds. "Why the 
modest harvest?" Journal of Democracy 24, no. 4 (October 2013): 29-44. 
 

Week Thirteen – 
4/23, 4/25 

PRESENTATIONS. Student-selected readings. 

Week Fourteen – 
4/30, 5/2 

PRESENTATIONS. Student-selected readings.  
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Week Fifteen – 
5/7, 5/9 

ISM's 
 
1. Norris, Pippa. "It’s not just Trump. Authoritarian populism is rising 
across the West. Here’s why." Washington Post, March 11, 2016. 
 
2. Lemann, Chris. "The Populist Morass." The Baffler, no. 42 (November-
December 2018): 11-26. 
 
3. Robert O. Paxton, “The Five Stages of Fascism.” The Journal of Modern 
History, Vol. 70, No. 1. (March 1998): 1-23. 
 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 
Three required books are available for purchase at the University Co-op (2246 Guadalupe) and 
book vendors everywhere. 
 
1. Davis, Angela Y. Women, Race & Class.  New York: Random House, 1981. 
 
2. Gaventa, John. Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebellion in an Appalachian 
Valley. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1980. 

3. Jensen, Robert. We Are All Apocalyptic Now: On the Responsibilities of Teaching, Preaching, 
Reporting, Writing, and Speaking Out. San Francisco, CA: City Light Books, 2013. 

The remainder of the required readings are in the course packet, available for online order from 
Paradigm Books. https://squareup.com/store/paradigmbooks 
 
This link should take you directly to the packet for this class: 
https://squareup.com/store/paradigmbooks/item/bdp-gov-brownlee 
 
Periodically, students may be asked to print texts from Canvas. All students should also acquire a 
notebook and writing utensils, such as a decent pen.  
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
The TA and I are happy to field your questions, in person or by email, on substantive matters. 
If you miss a class, you are responsible for getting notes and information from classmates on 
what was covered. After doing so, you are welcome to approach the TA or me with 
outstanding questions. When communicating by email, plan for a 48-hour (or two business 
day) response time. 

 
GRADING POLICY 
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The final grade will come from readiness and quizzes (30%), a bibliographic journal about 
the course content (15%), bi-weekly reflections posted on Canvas (15%), two short movie 
papers (20%), and a group presentation on a subject of your choosing (20%).   

A NOTE ON ATTENDANCE 

Attendance will be taken within the first 10 minutes of class and can also be taken at the end of 
class. For the smooth function of class, it is important to be on-time and to not leave early.  

If you have a university-approved documented excuse for an absence, email a copy of the 
documentation to the TA. These excuses include illness with a doctor's note; religious holiday; 
sports, debate, and other university team events. They do not include individual campus 
interviews.  

READINESS AND QUIZZES (30%) 
 
The instructor and TA will calculate this portion of the grade based on 1) how many class 
sessions the student has attended on-time and ready to participate (15%) and 2) how well the 
student has done on unannounced quizzes that assess comprehension of the readings (15%).   
 
1) Readiness begins with students coming to class on-time. Students may miss two classes 
during the semester and still receive full credit. Documented and legitimate absences (sickness 
with a doctor's note, family emergency with evidence, religious holiday) do not count toward the 
two. 
 
Readiness also includes behaving professionally and complying with course policies. As of the 
second week (January 29), students will refrain from using any electronic devices, including 
phones, laptops, and tablets. Students are encouraged to take notes by hand and ask questions 
about any points that are unclear. 
 
2) To be ready to participate in class students need to have done the reading. About once a week 
there will be a short pop quiz on core elements of the assigned texts. These quiz grades will form 
15% of the final grade.  
 
A student's lowest two quiz grades will be dropped. A quiz missed due to an excused absence 
will not be included and will reduce the denominator when calculating the quiz portion of the 
course grade.  
 
Example of calculating the quiz portion of the course grade 
 
Let us imagine there were twelve quizzes over the course of the semester. Hussein took eleven 
of the quizzes, because he had an excused absence on one of the quiz days. Each of the quiz 
was 0-2 points. Hussein's quiz grades were: 2, 2, 1, 0, 2, 2, NA (excused absent), 2, 2, 0, 1, and 
2. When calculating Hussein's overall quiz grade, the professor and TA drop the two lowest 
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scores (0 and 0). Then they total the remaining scores: 2, 2, 1, 2, 2, 2, 2, 1, 2, which equals 16, 
out of 18. Hussein's quiz grade for the course would be (16 / 18) * 15 = 13.33 (out of 15). 
 
The same semester, Maria did not miss any of the twelve quizzes due to an excused absence. 
Her quiz grades were: 1, 2, 1, 1, 2, 2, 2, 2, 2, 0, 2, 0. The lowest two grades (0 and 0) were 
dropped. The remaining grades were summed, out of a possible 20 total points, and equaled 
17. Maria's quiz grade for the course would be (17 / 20) * 15 = 12.75 (out of 15).    

 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC JOURNAL (15%) 
 
While reading the material, students will be tracking what they have learned and what they are 
thinking about the course content. Each week students will complete an annotated bibliography 
of each of the required readings. An entry should include:  
1) a Chicago-style bibliographic entry; 
2) a “punch line” of ten words or less that encapsulates the text’s thesis; 
3) naming at least two people whose ideas the author is engaging; 
4) notes for class discussion, including page numbers and quotes of memorable passages. 
 
In addition to the bibliographic entries, students are encouraged to write up their opinions, 
criticisms, and general reactions to the material and arguments in the readings. These can, but do 
not have to, include the ideas posted in the reflections on Canvas. 
 
BI-WEEKLY REFLECTIONS (15%) 
 
Each week, half of the class will be assigned to post a 150-300 word reflection on the week's 
readings. A reflection is a way of evaluating the texts and their value for understanding the 
course subject. They can be criticisms of the authors' argument, open questions for the class, and 
other remarks. Reflections will be due on Canvas by Monday at 12:00pm (noon) of the 
assigned week and will play a role in discussion during that week.  
 
Students with last names beginning with letters A-L will post reflections on Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10.  
 
Students with last names beginning with letters M-Z will post reflections on Weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, 11. 
 
SHORT PAPERS (20%) 
 
Students will write two short (no more than 1500-word) papers reviewing a film and a lecture on 
how well they address issues of social justice. The first paper will be due at the end of Week 6 
(Friday, March 1 by 11:59pm) and the second paper will be due at the end of Week 12 (Friday, 
April 19 by 11:59pm). Each paper will form 10% of the final grade. The specific film and lecture 
options will be announced at least three weeks prior to the due date.    
 
GROUP PRESENTATION (20%) 
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The course covers some historical examples of struggles for equality, but is in no ways a 
comprehensive survey. In a final project and presentation, students will work with classmates to 
research a social justice case of their choosing and share with the class what they learned. 
Selection and research of the topic will begin by Thursday, March 7 (in Week 7). Presentations 
will take place over four sessions (April 23, 25, 30, May 2) in Weeks 13 and 14.   
 
Further instructions will be provided. The core of the project is assessing how successful a 
particular group has been at challenging a system of hierarchy and promoting a more egalitarian 
arrangement. Potential subjects include, but are not limited to: anti-WTO protests, Fight for $15, 
BDS, Occupy, Black Lives Matter, #MeToo, antiwar protests, and immigrant-rights protests.    
 
FINAL GRADE  
 
Final grades will be determined on the basis of this rubric: A = 94-100; A- = 90-93.999; B+ = 
87-89.999; B = 84-86.999; B- = 80-83.999; C+ = 77-79.999; C = 74-76.999; C- = 70-73.999; D+ 
= 67-69.999; D = 64-66.999; D- = 60-63.999; F = 0-60. To ensure fairness, all numbers are 
absolute, and will not be rounded up or down at any stage, i.e., a 93.9999 is an A-. The professor 
and TAs will not alter grades calculated at the end of the semester. 
 
READINGS 
 
To stay current, read the listed material before the Tuesday of that week. For example, the Week 
2 readings are to be read before Tuesday, January 29. Almost all readings are in the course 
packet. If they are not in the packet, they will be on Canvas. 
 
Students should expect to read about 50-70 pages/week. Total homework (reading, notetaking, 
thinking, writing) should take an average of 5-7 hours work outside of class. Therefore, class 
meetings constitute only about one-third of the time commitment needed for satisfactory 
performance. (If you do not have that kind of time for this course, I encourage you to select 
another class or choose another semester to take this class.)  
 
Suggestions	for	reading	effectively.	
	
Close	reading	entails	reflecting	on	the	text	as	you	are	reading,	and	evaluating	the	author’s	
argument.		
	
Ø What	is	the	main	claim	they	make?		
Ø Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	Why	or	why	not?		
Ø What	are	the	weaknesses	of	the	argument?			
Ø If	there	is	a	narrative,	who	are	the	main	personas	and	the	pivotal	events?	
	
Thoughtful	reading	takes	time	and	energy.	Space	out	readings	in	reasonable	increments.		It	is	more	
pleasant	and	more	productive	to	read	over	several	days	than	to	try	and	compress	all	the	reading	
into	an	all-nighter.	
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The	goal	of	close	reading	is	not	turning	pages,	but	being	able	to	say	something	about	the	material	and	
evaluate	it.	When	you	are	done	reading,	check	to	see	that	you	can	summarize	the	author’s	argument	
in	a	few	sentences.	I	encourage	you	to	take	5	minutes	and	write	down	this	summary.	Notes	and	
synopses	can	be	used	during	class	discussions,	the	exams,	and	the	papers.	
 
ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 
 
Academic accommodations  
The University of Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for 
qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students at 471-6259, 471-6441 TTY. All accommodations must be coordinated through the 
Office of the Dean of Students. Students needing accommodations should communicate this 
need to before the third class meeting by providing the accommodation letter to the professor or 
teaching assistant.  
 
Religious holidays or official extracurricular activities 
Religious holy days sometimes conflict with class and examination schedules. It is the policy of 
the University of Texas at Austin that you must notify each of your instructors at least fourteen 
days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holy day. If 
you miss a test due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be given an opportunity to 
complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence.  
 
Students missing class for an official extracurricular activity must provide documentation at least 
fourteen days prior.  
 
Progress in the Course 
Professor Brownlee is committed to helping all students understand the course material to the 
fullest extent of their interest. Toward that goal he is available outside of class during office 
hours to go over key points in the assigned texts. When lectures incorporate slides, these slides 
will be posted on Canvas after the lecture.  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
“Scholastic dishonesty… includes but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying 
academic records, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such 
as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses 
without prior permission of the instructor, providing false or misleading information in an effort 
to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or the attempt to 
commit such an act” (Section 11-802 (b), Institutional Rules on Student Services and Activities).  
 
If you have any questions about what constitutes scholastic dishonesty, you should consult with 
me and the following website: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php . Violations 
will be reported to Student Judicial Services and the student(s) in question will fail this course. In 
additions, students are expected to abide by the university's rules on student conduct.  
http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-
conduct/#subchapter11400.prohibitedconduct 
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Grade Appeals 
Any complaints about grades should be initiated with a written explanation (by paper or email) 
of why the decisions behind the assignment of your grade should be revisited. You will have one 
week after an exam or paper has been handed back to submit this written explanation. Once you 
have submitted your written request, the professor will decide whether to re-grade your entire 
assignment. Performance in other classes taken here at the university is not germane to any 
grading decision made in this class. Consequently, if receiving a D in this class places you on 
academic probation, this does not constitute a viable justification for requesting the regarding of 
an assignment.  
 
Cell Phones and other External Communications 
All electronic devices are to be turned off during class. 
 
Syllabus Changes 
The syllabus is subject to change by the professor. Any alteration in the syllabus course schedule 
will be announced in class, posted to Canvas, or both.  
 
Reading workload and some tips 
This class is based on close reading of an average of 70-100 pages/week and attention to the 
lectures. Students should expect to spend 5-7 hours on the readings per week. Accordingly, class 
meetings comprise only about one-third of the time commitment needed for satisfactory 
performance. Close reading entails reflecting on the text as you are reading, and evaluating the 
author’s argument.  
 
Look for the author’s argument and the evidence they use to support it: What is the main claim 
they make? With whom are they disagreeing? Then consider your reactions to the author’s work: 
Does this make sense to you? Why or why not? What are the weaknesses of the argument?   
 
Plan your readings to be spaced out in reasonable increments. Thoughtful reading takes time and 
energy. It is more pleasant and more productive to read over several days than to try and 
compress all the reading into a couple of nights. 
 
The goal of close reading is not turning pages, but being able to say something about the material 
and evaluate it. When you are done reading, check to see that you can summarize the author’s 
argument in a few sentences. You may want to take 5 minutes and write down this summary, 
particularly if you are reading several different texts in a given week.   
 
Time management is a valuable skill in college and life. Professor Brownlee is glad to meet 
with you to discuss ways of organizing your schedule to carve out and protect the time needed 
for this class, e.g., thinking about when and where you study most effectively. Then set aside 
blocks of time that are reserved for homework for this class. Whatever your particular approach 
to managing time, if you would like assistance, it is best to approach Professor Brownlee in the 
first two weeks of class.  
 
This course is expected to make up one component in a full student schedule of classes, 
extracurricular activities, work, and other commitments. The assignments and workload are 
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designed to require approximately 5-7 hours, in addition to the time spent attending lectures. (If 
you do not have that kind of time to devote to this GOV 314, I would encourage you to select 
another class or choose another semester to take this class.)  
 
Strictness is fairness. The syllabus specifies the workload, deadlines, and grading rubric for the 
course. If any changes occur, they will be announced in class. In short, everyone knows the 
expectations for the class. Further, by taking the course, students are indicating that they will 
honestly strive to submit their best work punctually.  
 
Most students are busy; all students merit equal treatment. Professor Brownlee will 
be strict about applying the announced policies uniformly.  
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APPENDIX A: Grading the bibliographic journal 
 
While reading the material, students will be tracking what they have learned and what they are 
thinking about the course content. Each week students will complete an annotated bibliography 
of each of the required readings. An entry should include:  
1) a Chicago-style bibliographic entry; 
2) a “punch line” of ten words or less that encapsulates the text’s thesis; 
3) naming at least two people whose ideas the author is engaging; 
4) notes for class discussion, including page numbers and quotes of memorable passages. 
 
-- 
 
Bibliographic journals will be due on Canvas by 5pm of the following Thursdays: 2/14 (Week 
4), 3/14 (Week 8), 4/18 (Week 12). Journal submissions will receive one point (or zero points) 
on each of the first five questions, for a grade of 0-5 (out of 5) for each submission. 
 
I. Are there Chicago-style bibliographic entries for all the readings, starting in Week 2, up to the 
current week? (0/1) 
 
II. Does each entry have a ten-word synopsis (punch line or bumper sticker) of the author's 
thesis? (0/1) 
 
III. Where appropriate, does each entry list at least two "interlocutors" (people whose ideas the 
author is engaging, debating, building on)? (0/1) 
 
IV. Does each entry include some other notes reflecting the student's reactions to the readings? 
(0/1) 
 
V. Was the bibliographic journal submitted on-time (0/1)? 
 
VI. Were there any areas that merit attention or additional work in future submissions of the 
bibliographic journal?  
 
The three 0-5 point scores will be added together to make 15% of the final grade.  
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EXAMPLE: The following is an example of a bibliographic journal entry (on a text from one of 
my other courses) that would receive full credit.  
 
Source: Carr, Edward Hallett. The Twenty Years’ Crisis, 1919-1939: An Introduction to the 
Study of International Relations.  New York: Harper & Row, 1939. 
 
Synopsis (ten words or fewer): International relations is power politics, not about ideals and 
morality. 
 
Interlocutors (if any): Utopians and optimists of the interwar period (he critiques them). 
Reinhold Niebuhr (Carr agrees with him).  
 
Notes (does not have to be this long. It's whatever you consider worth recalling.)  
 
p. 73 which comes first: policies or principles? (Policies) 
 
75 realism means disharmony of interests 
 
76-77 equating national interest with world benefiting (UK discourse) 
 
"Theories of social morality are always the product of a dominant group which identifies itself 
with the community as a whole, and which possesses facilities denied to subordinate groups or 
individuals for imposing its view of life on the community. Theories of international morality 
are, for the same reason and in virtue of the same process, the product of dominant nations or 
groups of nations" (p. 79). 
 
80 AWESOME “The doctrine of the harmony of interests... is the natural assumption of a 
prosperous and privileged class, whose members have a dominant voice in the community and 
are therefore naturally prone to identify its interest with their own. In virtue of this identification, 
any assailant of the interests of the dominant group is made to incur the odium of assailing the 
alleged common interest of the whole community, and is told that in making this assault he is 
attacking his own higher interests. The doctrine of the harmony of interest that serves as an 
ingenious moral device invoked, in perfect sincerity, by privileged groups in order to justify and 
maintain their dominant position." (but also there’s a tautological element by which 
preponderance can make more harmony (status quo dependency) among the community) 
 
82 “International peace becomes a special vested interest of predominant Powers.” 
83-84 weaker powers analogized to proletarians threatening class warfare 
 
"In 1938, France and Great Britain were trapped by the slogans which they themselves had used 
in the past to discredit the dissatisfied [Central] Powers, and Germany had become sufficiently 
dominant (as France and Great Britain had hitherto been) to turn the desire for peace to her own 
advantage" (Carr 1939: 84).  
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APPENDIX B: Grading the bi-weekly reflections  
 
Each week, half of the class will be assigned to post a 150-300 word reflection on the week's 
readings. A reflection is a way of evaluating the texts and their value for understanding the 
course subject. They can be criticisms of the authors' argument, open questions for the class, and 
other remarks. Reflections will be due on Canvas by Monday at 12:00pm (noon) of the 
assigned week and will play a role in discussion during that week.  
 
Students with last names beginning with letters A-L will post reflections on Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10.  
 
Students with last names beginning with letters M-Z will post reflections on Weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, 11. 
 
-- 
 
Reflections will receive one point (or zero points) on each of the first three questions, for a grade 
of 0-3 (out of 3) for each submission. 
 
I. Has the student posed the reflection on-time? (0/1) 
 
II. Does the reflection make a comment about at least two of the authors (unless only one author 
was assigned)? (0/1) 
 
III. Does the reflection show a basic grasp of the text(s) by making criticisms or raising questions 
that serve discussion? (0/1) 
 
IV. Are there any areas that merit attention or additional work in future reflections? 
 
The five 0-3 point reflection scores will be added together to form 15% of the grade.  
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APPENDIX C: Grading the first short paper 
 
Students will write two short (no more than 1500-word) papers reviewing a film and a lecture on 
how well they address issues of social justice. The first paper will be due at the end of Week 6 
(Friday, March 1 by 11:59pm) and the second paper will be due at the end of Week 12 (Friday, 
April 19 by 11:59pm). Each paper will form 10% of the final grade (20% total). The specific 
film and lecture options will be announced at least three weeks prior to the due date.    
 
Paper #1: First, watch one of the following two movies: Pride (2014, directed by Matthew 
Warchus), Sorry to Bother You (2018, directed by Boots Riley). Both movies will be available on 
reserve at the Fine Arts Library. You may also use other media. You may watch alone or in a 
group. Discussing the movie with classmates and others is fine, so long as the ideas and writing 
for the paper are yours. 
 
Next, review the movie in terms of its power to improve the audience's understanding of social 
justice. Over the course of your review, you should address the following three questions. 
 
1) Regarding the plot, what hierarchies do the characters confront? Overall, are they challenging 
individuals ("bad apples") or systems?  
 
2) With respect to the outcome, how well do the characters succeed in damaging or overturning 
these hierarchies? Within the logic of the film, what are the reasons for their success or failure?  
 
3) Now for your critique: To what extent does the film's message (which you have captured in 
your answer to the two prior questions) illuminate or obscure how actual social justice struggles 
work?  
 
Besides addressing these questions, you are free to determine the structure and content of the 
paper as you deem appropriate. 
 
For paper 1, short papers will receive 0-2 points on each of the following five questions, for a 
grade of 0-10 (out of 10) for each paper. 
 
I. Formatting and structure: Does the paper conform to the word limit? Is there a title? Are pages 
numbered? Does it address one of the assigned films? (0-2) 
 
II. Clarity and concision: Is the paper generally easy to read? Has the author omitted needless 
words (concision) and used concrete language (clarity)? (0-2) 
 
III. Hierarchies: How effectively does the paper identify hierarchies and the nature of the 
challenge to those hierarchies? (0-2) 
 
IV. Outcome: How effectively does the paper assess the success or failure of the characters?  
 
V. Critique: How effectively does the paper assess the film's usefulness for understanding social 
justice? 
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APPENDIX D: Grading the second short paper  
 
Students will write two short (no more than 1500-word) papers reviewing a film and a lecture on 
how well they address issues of social justice. The second paper will be due at the end of 
Week 12 (Friday, April 19 by 11:59pm). It will form 10% of the final grade (20% total).  
 
First, watch a lecture at least one-hour long (including Q&A) that addresses a major social 
justice movement. (It can be the one you are working on for your presentation, but it does not 
have to be). You may attend a lecture in-person or watch on-line, either alone or in a group. 
Discussing the lecture with classmates and others is fine, so long as the ideas and writing for the 
paper are yours. 
 
Next, review the lecture in terms of its power to improve the audience's understanding of the 
social justice movement and address the following four questions. Otherwise, you are free to 
determine the structure and content of the paper. 
 
1) What hierarchies does the movement confront? Overall, are they challenging individuals ("bad 
apples") or systems?  
 
2) With respect to the outcome, how successful has the movement been at damaging or 
overturning these hierarchies? According to the speaker, what are the reasons for success or 
failure?  
 
3) Evaluation of presentation: How well did the speaker present the topic? What would you 
change or add to make the lecture more effective? 
 
4) Critique of content: To what extent does the lecture's content (which you have captured in 
your answer to the two prior questions) illuminate or obscure how actual social justice struggles 
work?  
 
For paper 2, short papers will receive 0-2 points on each of the following five questions, for a 
grade of 0-10 (out of 10) for each paper. 
 
I. Formatting and structure: Does the paper conform to the word limit? Is there a title? Are pages 
numbered? Does it address one of the assigned films? (0-2) 
 
II. Clarity and concision: Is the paper generally easy to read? Has the author omitted needless 
words (concision) and used concrete language (clarity)? (0-2) 
 
III. Social movement: How effectively does the paper address a lecture on a major social justice 
movement and its challenge to hierarchies? (0-2) 
 
IV. Presentation evaluation: How effectively does the paper assess the style of the lecture?  
 
V. Critique: How effectively does the paper assess the lecture's usefulness for understanding 
social justice?  
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APPENDIX E: Grading the Group Presentation 
 
In a final project and presentation, students will work with classmates to research a social justice 
movement and share with the class what they learned. Selection and research of the topic will 
begin by Thursday, March 7 (in Week 7). Presentations will take place over three sessions (April 
23, 25, 30) in Weeks 13 and 14.   
 
The core of the project is researching and assessing how successful a particular group has been at 
challenging a system of hierarchy and promoting a more egalitarian arrangement. Potential 
subjects include, but are not limited to: anti-WTO protests, Fight for $15, BDS, Occupy, Black 
Lives Matter, #MeToo, antiwar protests, and immigrant-rights protests.    
 
The project will be graded in two parts, the research paper and the presentation. 
 
Instructions for the paper: Each group should write (and submit, no later than Friday, May 3rd 
at 11:59pm) a paper summarizing their research process and assessment of their assigned social 
movement.   
 
The paper should have three core parts: research process (how did you study the movement, 
including ups and downs of the research), history/empirics of the movement (what has the 
movement done or is doing), critical evaluation (why has it been as successful/unsuccessful as it 
had been). Sources should be listed as a bibliography in Chicago style (see examples in the 
syllabus).  
 
The paper should also include a list of "Credits" identifying which members of the group 
performed what portion of the work, for the paper and for the presentation. With respect to word 
count, the paper should be no more than seven double-spaced pages, not including the "credits" 
and bibliography. 
 
The research paper will receive 0-2 points on each of the following five questions, for a grade of 
0-10 (out of 10). 
 
I. Formatting and structure: Does the paper conform to the word limit? Is it easy to read? Does it 
address the assigned movement? (0-2) 
 
II. Research process: Does the paper convey a serious investigation of the topic, including 
consulting sources beyond the required readings of the course? (0-2) 
 
III. Empirics. Does the paper clearly summarize the recent history and struggle of the assigned 
social justice movement? (0-2) 
 
IV. Analysis: How effectively does the paper explain the relative success and limits of the 
assigned social justice movement? (0-2) 
 
V. Credits: Does the paper show a meaningful division and sharing of project tasks among group 
members? (0-2) 
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Instruction for the presentation: Each group should prepare a presentation/classroom exercise 
of approximately 20 minutes long (plus an expected ten minutes of discussion or class time).  
Powerpoints may be used and can be operated from Professor Brownlee's laptop using a flash 
drive or emailed to him as an attachment. The presentation is an opportunity to teach the class 
about the assigned social movement. Within that goal, how the group members choose to convey 
the material is up to them.  
 
At least one week prior to their assigned presentations, groups should provide on Canvas one 
hour's worth of required "text" (article, podcast, video, or some combination) for students to read 
(or take in) prior to the class.   
 
The presentation will receive 0-2 points on each of the following five questions, for a grade of 0-
10 (out of 10). 
 
I. Assigned text: Has the group provided a suitable introductory text on-time? (0-2) 
 
II. Organization: Is the presentation and teaching method clear and easy to follow? (0-2) 
 
III. Creativity: Is the presentation/teaching method engaging? (0-2) 
 
IV. Substance: How effectively does the presentation explain the relative success and limits of 
the assigned social justice movement? (0-2) 
 
V. Participation and attention: Do the group members participate in their presentation and also 
give their full attention to the presentations of their classmates? (0-2) 
 


